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Abstract

The article explores the relationship between climate change and
human security, within the context of Bangladesh, a climate
vulnerable nation. It examines how far and in what ways climate
change poses security risks to Bangladesh. This study applies a non-
traditional security approach, specifically human security, in the
context of the effects of climate change in Bangladesh. It looks at the
climate change scenario of Bangladesh and analyses it through the
lenses of this theoretical framework. It argues that the effects of climate
change increase the human insecurities of the people of Bangladesh as
most of them are dependent on natural resources for their livelihoods.
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INTRODUCTION

Climate change is one of the greatest threats to world peace and
security in the 21* century. The term “security” generally refers to the
protection from any sort of danger.! With the effects of global
warming, there is likely to be more conflict over water, food, and
energy, and many people will be displaced from their homes. There is
an emerging global consensus that climate change threatens human
safety and well-being.” It is the ultimate “threat multiplier”,
aggravating the existing security risks by posing both direct and
indirect threats to human, national, and international security. This
article attempts a comprehensive analysis of the climate change and
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human security nexus from the experience of Bangladesh - one of the
most climate vulnerable nations.

Scholars like Adger and Barnett claim that climate change undermines
the human security and that it will increase in the future. The effects of
climate change decrease the quality of natural resources and limit access
to those resources, which are important to sustain livelihoods. They also
claim that in certain situations these indirect impacts on human security
potentially increase the risk of violent conflict.?

Bangladesh has been frequently experiencing the adverse effects of
climate change caused by global warming®. Situated in the Ganges,
Brahmaputra, Meghna (GBM) river basin, it suffers from a range of
climate variabilities, including floods, tropical cyclones, storm surge,
droughts®. These environmental events often cause loss of lives,
properties, economic assets and displace people from their homes. It
is expected that the effects of climate change will compound the
scenario in the near future. The country also faces many climate
change- induced challenges related to the greater crisis beyond its
borders®. Hence, it is likely that climate change poses threats to the
security of Bangladesh.

This article investigates the following research question: ‘How far
and in what ways climate change pose threats to human security in
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Bangladesh? From academic perspective, the article aims to contribute
to the knowledge for researchers, exploring the relationship between
climate change and human security. On a policy making level, both
national and international, the findings of this article will help
understand the effects of climate change on the human security of
Bangladesh more comprehensively.

THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS

This paper aims to find out how far and in what ways climate
change poses security threat to Bangladesh by using the non-
traditional security perspective, particularly the human security
perspective. It starts by giving a background of human security
approach and the rationale for using that approach. It then provides a
description of the methodology used.

Climate Change

Climate change refers to the change of climate that is created by
human activities directly or indirectly, particularly through the
burning of fossil fuels. Consequently, it changes the composition of
the global atmosphere by adding heat-trapping gases. Hence it
increased global temperature, known as global warming, affecting the
weather, land quality, sea levels, the spread of diseases and a
significant redrawing of the world map’.

IPCC, the international body to assess the science related to climate
change, was established by the World Meteorological Organisation
(WMO) and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)
in 1988. It provides policymakers with a regular assessment of the
scientific basis of climate change, its impacts and potential risks, and
possibilities for adaptation and mitigation.® The IPCC’s latest report,
the fifth assessment report concluded that climate change is real and
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