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DECLARATION OF THE  
FOURTEENTH SAARC SUMMIT  

 The President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, His Excellency 
Mr. Hamid Karzai; the Chief Adviser of the Government of the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh, His Excellency Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed; the 
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bhutan, His Excellency Lyonpo 
Khandu Wangchuk; the Prime Minister of the Republic of India, His 
Excellency Dr. Manmohan Singh; the President of the Republic of 
Maldives, His Excellency Mr. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom; the Prime 
Minister of Nepal, Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Girija Prasad Koirala; the Prime 
Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, His Excellency Mr. Shaukat 
Aziz; and the President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, 
His Excellency Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, met at the Fourteenth Summit 
meeting of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) held in New Delhi, India on April 3-4, 2007.  

2. The Heads of State or Government welcomed the entry of the 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan into SAARC. This was a historic 
moment as Afghanistan assumed its rightful place as a valued member 
of the SAARC fraternity.  

3. The Heads of State or Government reiterated their commitment to 
the principles and objectives enshrined in the SAARC Charter. With the 
welfare of the peoples of South Asia uppermost in their mind, they 
agreed to build a Partnership for Prosperity and work towards shared 
economic cooperation, regional prosperity, a better life for the people of 
South Asia, and equitable distribution of benefits and opportunities of 
integration among the peoples and the nations.  

4. The Heads of State or Government recognised the importance of 
connectivity in fulfilling these objectives. It was vital to first have better 
connectivity within South Asia and then with the rest of the world. They 
agreed to improve intra-regional connectivity, particularly physical, 
economic and people-to-people connectivity. They agreed to the vision 
of a South Asian community, where there was smooth flow of goods, 
services, peoples, technologies, knowledge, capital, culture and ideas in 
the region. The SAARC Car Rally, in the run-up to the Fourteenth 
SAARC Summit, had vividly symbolized this connectivity.  

5. The Heads of State or Government recognised that the remarkable 
growth of the economies of SAARC countries has opened new 
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opportunities to pursue the fight against poverty with firm resolve. They 
called for deepening of pro-poor orientation of growth process, including 
through enhancing investment in human capital and infrastructure, 
increasing budgetary allocations for relevant sectors and improved delivery 
of services. They reiterated their commitment towards project-based 
cooperation to strengthen collective efforts in the region.  

6. The Heads of State or Government acknowledged that there is a 
wide range of homegrown best practices and innovative solutions for 
transforming the lives of peoples in South Asia. They decided to 
earmark one rural community as SAARC Village in each Member State 
to showcase these innovative models of development in order to further 
replicate these across the region. 

 7. The Heads of State or Government recognised that the 
implementation of the Social Charter needs focused attention and 
directed the National Coordination Committees (NCCs) to formulate 
concrete programmes and projects to complement national 
implementation efforts. They underscored that civil society 
organizations have a vital role to play in driving forward the 
implementation of the Social Charter and directed the NCCs to mobilize 
civil society organizations to achieve this end.  

8. The Heads of State or Government appreciated the Independent 
South Asian Commission on Poverty Alleviation (ISACPA) for its 
elaboration of the SAARC Development Goals (SDGs), which reflect 
the regional determination to make faster progress towards attaining the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). They agreed that the national 
plans for poverty alleviation should appropriately mirror the regional 
consensus reached in the form of the SDGs and the Plan of Action on 
Poverty Alleviation. Deciding that resource mobilization for achieving 
the SDGs would remain a high priority in the Decade of Poverty 
Alleviation, the Leaders directed translation of the highest regional level 
political commitment into action for creating opportunities for 
productive employment and greater access to resources for the poor that 
are essential for them to enhance their livelihood and realize their 
potentials. They entrusted the Two-tier Mechanism on Poverty 
Alleviation to monitor the progress and fine-tune the approaches 
towards pro-poor growth process.  

9. The Heads of State or Government recognized the full benefits of 
an integrated multimodal transport system in the region. They 
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emphasized that this would not be realized unless physical infrastructure 
and matters relating to customs clearance and other facilitation 
measures, including multimodal transport operations, were addressed 
comprehensively. They called for an extension of the SAARC Regional 
Multimodal Transport Study (SRMTS) to include Afghanistan as well. 
They also called for early implementation of the recommendations 
contained in the Study in a phased manner. In this context, the Heads of 
State or Government directed the Inter-Governmental Group on 
Transport to identify and develop sub-regional and regional projects 
based on the prioritised recommendations of the SAARC Regional 
Multimodal Transport Study (SRMTS) and to develop appropriate 
regional agreements. They noted the offer of India to hold the Meeting 
of SAARC Ministers of Transport in New Delhi in 2007. They also 
directed that pilot projects for improving connectivity be identified and 
implemented through mutual consultations among the Member States.  

10. The Heads of State or Government emphasized that in its third 
decade of existence, there was an urgent need to move SAARC from 
declaratory to implementation phase. They directed that the focus of 
SAARC should be on implementing collaborative projects that are 
concrete and effective. The SAARC Development Fund (SDF) is an 
important pillar that would bring concrete benefits to the people of the 
region. They directed that the SDF be made operational at the earliest. 
They agreed that the resources for SDF would be mobilised both from 
within and outside the region. They stressed the importance of decision 
making and working of the SDF being consistent with the SAARC 
Charter. They called for early identification and implementation of 
regional and sub-regional projects under the SDF. 

  11. The Heads of States or Governments recognized the region’s 
rapidly increasing energy demands for meeting the developmental needs 
of SAARC countries. They also acknowledged the need of expediting 
development of conventional sources of energy in a sustainable manner 
and for strengthening renewable energy development such as in 
hydropower, bio-fuel, solar and wind. They welcomed the organizing of 
the first ever South Asia Energy Dialogue in March 2007 in Delhi. They 
called for early implementation of the recommendations of the Second 
SAARC Energy Ministers’ Meeting to enhance regional cooperation. 

 12. The Heads of State or Government reiterated their deep concern 
at the continued degradation of environment and reaffirmed the need to.. 


