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Dhaka Declaration 
Thirteenth SAARC Summit 

Dhaka 
13 November 2005 

1. The Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, Her 
Excellency Begum Khaleda Zia; the Prime Minister of the Kingdom 
of Bhutan, His Excellency Lyonpo Sangay Ngedup; the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of India, His Excellency Dr. Manmohan 
Singh; the President of the Republic of Maldives, His Excellency 
Mr. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom; the King of Nepal, His Majesty 
Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev; the Prime Minister of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, His Excellency Mr. Shaukat Aziz; and, the 
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Her 
Excellency Mrs. Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga met at the 
Thirteenth Summit meeting of the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in Dhaka, Bangladesh on 12 - 13 
November 2005. 

Regional Cooperation 

2.  The Heads of State or Government noted that the Thirteenth Summit 
was taking place at an important moment in the evolution of South 
Asia when SAARC stood at the threshold of a new decade of its 
existence. They agreed that the Summit provided a unique 
opportunity to consolidate the gains made in regional cooperation 
during its first two decades and to chart a forward-looking strategy 
to promote effective cooperation at all levels to realize the objectives 
and principles set out in the Charter of the Association.  

3. The Heads of State or Government noted that cooperation and 
partnership within the framework of SAARC is based on the sound 
foundation of shared values, beliefs and aspirations. The objectives 
and goals of SAARC, they affirmed, were of continuing relevance 
and importance to all Member States. The dynamics of recent 
political and economic changes in South Asia and the world 
highlighted the importance of, and the compelling logic for, a more 
vibrant and effective process of constructive regional cooperation. 
They emphasized their commitment to making such cooperation an 
enduring feature and thus contribute to the region’s peace, progress 
and stability. 
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4.  The Heads of State or Government noted that SAARC has evolved 
in a positive direction during the first two decades of its existence 
and that its agenda encompassed concerns and areas vital for the 
fulfillment of the Charter objectives of promoting the welfare of the 
peoples of South Asia, accelerating economic growth, social 
progress, cultural development and strengthening collective self-
reliance among the countries of South Asia. They stressed that 
realization of these objectives not only called for continued and 
serious result-oriented efforts but also for consistent endeavours to 
translate pledges and commitments into concrete actions, regional 
initiatives and projects. They reiterated their commitment to making 
SAARC an effective instrument for cooperation, which will visibly 
improve the quality of life of millions in South Asia.  

5.  The Heads of State or Government emphasized that efforts must 
continue to free South Asia from poverty, hunger and other forms of 
deprivation and social injustice which present a daunting challenge. 
Member States expressed determination to work towards 
significantly accelerating regional cooperation in economic areas. 
The main emphasis will be to secure a wider economic space, so that 
benefits and opportunities offered therein can be shared by all, and 
that the true economic potential of South Asia can be fully realized. 
Efforts will be made to create dynamic complementarities in the 
development of human resources and capacity of Member States to 
address their common challenges. They underlined the need to 
accelerate regional cooperation through all possible means and 
mechanisms, including exchange of best practices in various fields in 
the Member States.  

6.  The Heads of State or Government reiterated that the peoples of 
South Asia are the real source of strength and driving force for 
SAARC and resolved to make regional cooperation more responsive 
to their hopes and aspirations. They agreed that the Association 
should broaden its engagement with the civil society organizations, 
professional groups, and entrepreneurs. Member States should also 
strive to promote and assert their South Asian identity, encourage 
greater people-to-people contact and draw strength from their shared 
cultural heritage.  

7.  The Heads of State or Government emphasized the importance of 
initiating project cooperation under the SAARC auspices. They 
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encouraged Member States to undertake projects, as per existing 
provisions of the Charter. These projects may pertain to economic 
and social sectors, including Human Resource Development and 
Poverty Alleviation. These may be undertaken, where required, with 
financial or technical assistance, from International Financial 
Institutions (IFIs) or, UN Funds and Programmes or, any extra-
regional State, as appropriate.  

Poverty Alleviation 

8.  The Heads of State or Government decided to declare the decade of 
2006-2015 as the SAARC Decade of Poverty Alleviation. During the 
Decade, endeavours – both at the national and regional level - will 
continue to be made with a sense of commitment and urgency to free 
South Asia from poverty.  

9. The Heads of State or Government appreciated the valuable work of 
the Independent South Asian Commission on Poverty Alleviation 
(ISACPA). They also endorsed the SAARC Development Goals 
(SDGs), as recommended by the Commission, and called for follow-
up and implementation of the Plan of Action on Poverty Alleviation, 
adopted by the 12th SAARC Summit. They entrusted the ISACPA to 
continue its advisory and advocacy role in this regard. They 
endorsed the priorities for action identified in the Report of ISACPA 
adopted by the Twelfth SAARC Summit. They agreed that these 
priorities would be duly taken into account while working out the 
elements for regional initiatives in this vital area. They decided to 
focus on formulation and implementation of concrete regional 
programmes and projects as well as forging partnerships among all 
stakeholders.  

10. Underlining the need for an exclusive forum for focused and 
comprehensive examination of poverty related issues, the Heads of 
State / Government decided to replace the three-tier mechanism on 
poverty alleviation by a two-tier one, comprising the Ministers and 
the Secretaries dealing with Poverty Alleviation at the national level.  

Funding Mechanisms 

11. The Heads of State or Government decided to establish a SAARC 
Poverty Alleviation Fund (SPAF) with contributions both voluntary 
and/or, assessed, as may be agreed. They called upon the Finance 
Ministers to formulate recommendations on the operational  


